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I love reading my friend’s stories! If 
you’re a writer, 12 or younger, have 
your parent or guardian email your 

short story to our editor at 
Editor@theShopper.com

Include your full name, age and grade. 
We might pick your story to print here!

See you next month! -Asher

A Change for the Better
by Reese Martin
Age 11, Sixth GradeAsher’s 

Room

Hi, everyone! My name is Asher, and I’m a 10-year-old writer and 
explorer of the world from the cozy confines of my room. Though I’m 
stuck inside most of the time because of my autoimmune condition, that 
doesn’t stop me from discovering the wonders of history, unraveling the 
mysteries of the present, and even diving into the future. Through my 
stories, I travel far and wide, meet incredible characters, and experience 
life’s big adventures—all from my very own room...

Sandy and Jess were best friends all through elementary school. 
Though they were starting middle school, Sandy figured everything 
would be exactly the same. But when the class results came out, 
they had completely different teachers and schedules.

“Maybe it’s for the best?” said Jess uncertainly. 
“How could she even say that?’’ wondered Sandy.
They decided to walk to school and eat lunch together every 

day. They walked to school together on the first day, thinking their 
friendship was invincible, and came out a little less certain. They 
never saw each other between classes and had to sit with their 
classmates at lunch. 

After a few weeks, much had changed for Jess. She had a bunch 
of new friends, all super popular, and seemed to ignore Sandy more 
and more. She had gotten a phone and even started wearing a little 
makeup. Sometimes, Jess forgot they walked to school together, 
and when they did, she looked at her phone most of the time.

On Halloween, the teachers decided the kids could sit with 
whoever they wanted during lunch. Sandy eagerly skipped into the 
cafeteria, going to Jess and her friends at their table. “Hi guys!” she 
said excitedly.

 “Oh, hi!” said Jess, sounding surprised and a little embarrassed. 
Sandy sat down, thinking it would be the best lunch all school 

year. It turned out to be one of the worst. The girls ignored her most 
of the time. Even Jess kind of did. Sandy couldn’t believe it. 

She stumbled from the cafeteria to the library, doubting anyone 
even noticed she was gone. The only other girl in the library was 
Eleanor, who Sandy recognized from elementary school. She sat 
down to read but couldn’t focus, so she went to the guidance office 
and explained her situation.

“Sometimes people change,” the counselor said, “for the better 
or the worse. Keep in mind life isn’t going to be perfect. Think 
about the things that are extra important and the things that need 
to move on. It’s hard to let go, but it can open opportunities for 
greater things.” 

Sandy’s friendship with Jess seemed desperate, like a messy 
head of hair needing trimming. Then, her mind turned to Eleanor, 
who had been in all her classes for years. She and Jess never tried 
to be friends with her—even when she looked lonely, like Sandy 
felt now. 

Realizing her mistakes, Sandy rushed to the library, hoping 
Eleanor would still be there. She was. Out of breath, Sandy said, 
“Look, I’m so sorry for being so mean. I recently realized what it 
feels like. If you want, can we be friends?” 

Eleanor’s face changed to confusion and then a welcoming 
smile. “Um, yeah?” 

They talked to each other 
for the rest of lunch. Walking 
back to class, Sandy thought, 
“Sure, it was hard letting 
go of Jess, but it had led to 
something beautiful—a new 
friendship.” She could tell it 
would be a good year. Things 
had definitely changed for the 
better this time.

(Stories may be edited for spelling, grammar, and length)

“Jay! Jay! Where are you?” my mom called 
from the kitchen. 

“Right here, Mom. What do you need?”
“Can you help me squeeze lemons for your 

lemonade stand?”
 “Yippideedoo!” I yelled. 

I love squeezing lemons. I have been helping my 
mom squeeze lemons since first grade. She taught me a little trick: squeeze 
the lemon as hard as you can, then eat the rest! 

After we finished squeezing the lemons, we started working on the sign 
for the lemonade stand: “LEMONADE $1 per cup.” Finally, we started 
selling the lemonade. My best friend, Sky, came over and helped us. We 
made a total of $54! 

After that, we went to Walmart and bought a ton more lemons so that we 
could make more lemonade to sell the next week!       

by Mckenzie Keyes
Fifth Grade

Lemonade, Lemonade!

Lemonade Recipe:
1 cup of sugar
7 cups of water      
15 lemons

Mix together, pour over ice, 
and enjoy!
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Carpet
Vinyl Plank
Hardwood  
Ceramic
Laminate

Installation

757-547-7167   |   1020 Cedar Road
www.floorsunlimitedva.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 1972!

The team at 
Floors Unlimited 

is ready 
to help you!

• Factory Direct Pricing
• Fast Turn Around
• No Out-Sourcing
• One-Stop Shopping
• See our Google    
  Reviews

Read our story at www.theshopper.com

Terrie 
Walsh

Read our story at TheShopper.com

237 S. Battlefield Boulevard, Chesapeake
Great Bridge Shopping Center

(757) 482-1515

Ann’s Hallmark

Spotlight on 
Women in Business

701 North Battlefield Blvd
Chesapeake

757-436-1920

Permanent Jewelry

No Clasp Required
$20 OFF

Gold Permanent Jewelry 
with appointment in March
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A beautiful 
evening out 

celebrating the 
55th Annual 

Woman of the 
Year, sponsored 
by the Women’s 

Division of 
the Hampton 

Roads Chamber 
of Commerce 
Chesapeake

While working at Main Navy in 
Washington, DC, and putting my husband 
through medical school, I decided to take 
out a loan. When I went to the bank, I was 
told that in order to secure the loan, I 
would be required to have my husband sign 
for it!

I was on the cusp of a time when a 
growing number of American women were 
going into business for themselves. Can you 
imagine any businesswoman today putting 
up with being told that in order to qualify 
for a loan, her unemployed husband would 
have to sign for it?

Regardless of how offended or mistreated 
I felt at the time, it did not stop me from 
moving up the ladder and pursuing my 
dreams. Looking back on that time after 
so many years, I feel like a pioneer. Going 
forward in my career, I always felt that 
the males in my office treated me well. 
And because the event stayed with me, I 
am now able to share it with you all these 
decades later.

This February, while attending the 55th 
Annual Woman of the Year banquet, 
sponsored by the Women’s Division of the 
Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce 
Chesapeake, I was struck by how far we 
have come in seeing women and men as 
equals.

I enjoyed the evening with Mark and Lynn 
Cox as my guests, and I was delighted to 
find myself sitting next to Becky Adams. She 
is so gracious and talented in many ways. 
Along with being a “star” in the field of 
education, Becky writes “Children First,” a 
wonderful monthly column for The Shopper 
that I am as eager to read as are the parents 
of young children. 

Other than the episode of having my 
husband sign for our loan when I was the 
employed spouse, I never felt any prejudice!  
Perhaps I was privileged to have that one 
episode that gave me just a glimpse of what 
many women had to struggle with in long ago 
years. If we never experienced difficulties, 
how would we learn to appreciate the 
struggles others have endured?

I Remember 
Coming of Age 

When in my 
Early Twenties

by Jean Loxley-Barnard 

the  Point

Kym Bach brought 
Valentine flowers to 
Jean on what would 
have been her 27th 

wedding anniversary 
to her recently deceased 
husband, Terry Barnard

Jean recently stopped 
by the the old Shopper 
building, now home to 
Silbar Security, to visit 
Brandon and Kandice 

Dean.  
Jean was astounded 
with the changes that 

were made. 
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Advertise in THE SHOPPER — 
in print and on the web — and join the 

narrative of progress and prosperity 
that is uniquely Hampton Roads. 

Be a part of the story that propels our 
community forward. Call Today!

Now in its 43rd year, THE SHOPPER is a 
direct-mail ‘monthly’ serving six distinct 
communities in Chesapeake, Portsmouth, 
Suffolk, and Northeastern North Carolina. 
With six editions and a circulation of 
50,000*—THE SHOPPER serves as your 
window into the heart of our vibrant 
community. Each issue is a celebration of 
small business and local enterprise, each 
showcasing the innovative spirits and 
inspiring stories that make our hometown 
unique. With its in-depth profiles and 
uplifting content, THE SHOPPER is your 
insider’s guide to the pulse of Chesapeake’s 
economic landscape, providing information 
and insights tailored to enrich your 
connection to the place we all call home. 
Join our readership today and be a part of 
the story that propels our community 
forward. And advertise in THE SHOPPER 
— always a trusted resource for readers — 
where we’ve been amplifying the voices of 
ethical entrepreneurs since 1981.

Some images provided by Getty images. 
Opinions expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of THE SHOPPER. c2024

Look for us on 

Where the art of story meets local enterprise...
right here at home.

by Wendell Ward 

American society has long been 
shaped by the varied roles women 
play, from leading in the corporate 
world to nurturing homes. The 
woman in business and the “domestic 
goddess” represent two significant 
yet contrasting contributions to the 
American cultural and economic 
landscape, each underlining the 
importance of recognizing different 
life choices as equally valuable.

The businesswoman symbolizes 
empowerment and progress, navigating 
the complexities of the corporate 
world with skill and determination. 
Her presence in professional settings 
challenges historical norms and 
reshapes industry, inspiring future 
generations with her resilience and 
ambition.

On the other hand, the domestic 
goddess highlights the dedication and 
artistry involved in homemaking and 
family care. This role, rich in tradition, 
forms the foundation of social 
structures, where values and futures 
are cultivated. Her influence, though 

often behind the scenes, is profound, 
contributing immeasurably to 
individual well-being and community 
strength.

Contrasting these roles should not 
imply a hierarchy;  rather, it emphasizes 
that women’s choices, whether in 
business or home management, 
enrich society as a whole. Both paths 
demand respect for their unique 
skills and contributions. The interplay 
between professional achievements 
and domestic harmony reflects the 
dynamic nature of women’s lives, 
showcasing their ability to balance 
and find fulfillment in various 
roles.

Recognizing both the 
businesswoman and the 
“domestic goddess” celebrates 
the full spectrum of women’s 
experiences and aspirations. It 
supports the idea that identity and 
value stem from a combination of 
endeavors, both public and personal. 
This perspective encourages a 
society where women are free to 
define their success, contributing 
to the nation’s growth in 
meaningful ways.

As discussions about women’s 
roles continue, they serve as a 
reminder of the progress still to 
be made in supporting women’s 
choices. In envisioning a 
future where every woman’s 
contribution is valued, we 
move closer to a society 
that truly appreciates the 
breadth and depth of 
what women bring to 
the table.

Empowerment at Every Turn: Valuing the 
Varied Contributions of American Women

Mythic Structure

The Top Women-in-Business Statistics of 2024
• 42 percent of all U.S. businesses are owned by women
• Women-owned businesses have grown 114 percent in 
   the last two decades
• Startups with all-women teams only received 1.9 percent 
   of venture capital funding
• About half of all startups in the U.S. are founded by women
• One-third of businesses worldwide are owned by women
• Businesses with gender-diverse executive teams are 
   25 percent more likely to have above-average profitability
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Wear green on St. Patrick’s Day, or you might get pinched. 
Kids in much of the U.S. have heeded that warning since 
at least the 1950s. Come March 17, even youngsters who 
couldn’t care less about their clothes on other days don green 
socks or pants, green shirts or sweaters as magical amulets 
to protect them from their classmates. The practice isn’t 
some mid-20th century American oddity but stems from a 
centuries-old Irish tradition. Anciently, the dreaded pinchers 
were not mischievous school kids but more magical little 
folks—leprechauns.

A thousand years before U.S. cereal makers adopted them as 
mascots, leprechauns were depicted in Irish folklore as cranky 
tricksters who spent their time mending the shoes of Irish 
fairies. The loners of the fairy world, leprechauns avoided 
crowds—except when they occasionally got together to drink 
ale, over-imbibe, and dance wildly. There were no women at 
these rare rollicks because all leprechauns are male—which 
begs the question: how did they come to be in the first place?

Every leprechaun has a pot of gold that he keeps hidden 
at the end of a rainbow. If you’re lucky enough to find 
a leprechaun’s gold, he has to grant you three wishes. But 
be careful! Legend has it that one fellow wished to be the 
king of a tropical island. The good news—he was instantly 
transported to his own tropical paradise. The bad news—he 
was the only human being on the island, forced to live the 
rest of his life alone. The moral of the story: think before you 
wish, or better yet, just leave leprechauns alone.

They certainly prefer it that way. Which is why when people 
unknowingly get too close to them, leprechauns give them 
a painful pinch. Since the little folks keep out of sight, the 
surest way for mere mortals to protect themselves is to wear 
green. The reason? Wearing green makes one invisible to 
leprechauns. 

If that’s true, then how can leprechauns see each other? Don’t 
they wear green? No. Leprechauns wearing green is a modern 
idea. According to ancient Irish traditions, real leprechauns 
always wear red. 

Our advice? Wear something green on St. Patrick’s Day. 
Little eyes are watching you, and little fingers are poised to 
pinch—whether they belong to a leprechaun or just a fun-
loving kid.

Pinched by a  Leprechaun

The moral of the story: think before you wish, 
or better yet, just leave leprechauns alone.

Chita Rivera: 
A Final Ovation 

On January 30, 2024, the curtain fell for the 
final time on one of Broadway’s most luminous 
stars, Chita Rivera, at the age of 91. Rivera 
was not just a performer; she was a force of 
nature, whose passion and artistry redefined 
the American musical theater landscape. 

With a career spanning over seven decades, 
Rivera’s legacy is one of groundbreaking 
achievements and breathtaking performances 
that have left an indelible mark on the hearts of 
audiences around the world.

Rivera’s journey from the ballet studios of George Balanchine to the bright 
lights of Broadway is a testament to her relentless dedication, resilience, and 
extraordinary talent. She shattered ethnic barriers and paved the way for 
generations of performers with her iconic roles in the original Broadway 
productions of “West Side Story,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” “Chicago,” and “Kiss 
of the Spider Woman,” among others. Rivera’s 1957 portrayal of Anita in 
“West Side Story” was a revelation, blending fiery intensity with delicate 
vulnerability in a performance that has become the gold standard for 
Broadway excellence.

Beyond her accolades, including two Tony Awards and a Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, Rivera’s greatest legacy is the spirit of perseverance and grace 
she embodied. She danced through life’s challenges with the same elegance 
and strength that she brought to each of her roles, inspiring countless artists 
to pursue their dreams with the same fervor.

As we bid farewell to Chita Rivera, we celebrate not just the end of an 
era, but the enduring light of a woman who lived her life as a masterpiece of 
movement and emotion. Her final bow may have been taken, but the ovation 
for this quintessential American entertainer will resonate forever in the 
chronicle of theater history. − Wendell Ward

If you’re a sports fan, you know nothing beats getting together with other sports fans 
and talking about your favorite teams, athletes, and upcoming games. By joining the 
Chesapeake Sports Club, you get all that and much more! At our monthly luncheons, 
you can enjoy great food and fellowship with other sports enthusiasts and enjoying 
presentations by coaches and media sports personalities. At theses luncheons, we 
also honor past area athletes (our Legends of Honor) and outstanding student-athletes 
from across Chesapeake. At our annual Chesapeake Sports Club Jamboree, you’ll 
have the chance to rub shoulders with legendary national athletes. Past Jamboree 
guest speakers include Jim Palmer, Alonzo Manning, and Johnny Bench—to name 
but a few. Our annual Golf Tournament raises money for scholarships that we award 
to outstanding Chesapeake student-athletes. When you join the Chesapeake Sports 
Club, you’ll enjoy all these events and be part of a team committed to supporting 
the local sports scene and nurturing promising young student athletic talent.

Calling All 
Sports Fans!

info@chesapeakesportsclub.com
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2024 Chesapeake Sports Club President Glenn Koonce and 
Clockmaker Phil Johnson present a handmade clock to Martin 

Oliver, Chesapeake Sports Club President for 2023

Pat Banks 
Jr. accepted 
award for his 
father James 
Patrick 
Banks

Mickey 
Carey 
accepted 
award for 
brother 
Richard 
“Dickie” 
Keith Carey

Torrey Sears 
accepted 
for Torraine 
Sears

Chesapeake Sports Club
In February, the Chesapeake Sports Club once again had a packed monthly luncheon at the 
Chesapeake Conference Center.  Zach Staton, WTKR’s weekend sports anchor and reporter, served 
as the emcee for the luncheon and a slideshow honoring Legends of Honor posthumously. 

See these and other photos at 
TheShopper.com

Darren 
Custis 
accepted the 
award for his 
father Alonzo 
Custis Jr.

Glenn Brown accepted 
for former teammate 

David Lee Rice

Terry Perdue 
accepted for 

his brother  
Harold Steven 

Perdue 

Melvin Queen 
accepted on behalf of 
Holland Moore

Sissy Zahara and Cecil Jennings accepted on behalf of 
their brother, Gregory Worth “Greg” Jennings, from the 
2024 Chesapeake Sports Club President Glenn Koonce

In the symphonic collage of Irish rock, a 
conceptual contest exists between U2 and Thin 
Lizzy, two bands that epitomize the spirit of 
Ireland’s rock and roll prowess. This friendly 
rivalry isn’t just a matter of musical style; it’s a 
celebration of the rich cultural heritage of Irish 
rock, narrated across different generations.

U2, emerging in the late 1970s, became icons 
with their anthemic sound and socially conscious 
lyrics. Their ability to weave activism into their 
music, coupled with Bono’s emotive vocals and 
The Edge’s innovative guitar work, garnered 
them a multigenerational fanbase. Their global 
tours are more than concerts; they’re gatherings 
that champion unity and hope.

Thin Lizzy, laying their roots in the early ‘70s, 

quickly became synonymous with 
the rebellious ethos of rock and 
roll. Phil Lynott’s storytelling and 
the band’s signature dual guitar 
harmonies defined a sound that 
continues to resonate, particularly 
with those who lived through 
rock’s golden age. Who can forget 
the down-home anthem, “The 

Boys Are Back In Town”?
The generational bridge between Thin Lizzy 

and U2 highlights the evolution of rock and its 
impact on different eras of fans. While Thin 
Lizzy captures the raw, unfiltered essence of 
early rock, U2’s expansive soundscapes reflect 
a more introspective and global perspective that 
emerged in the following decades.

This contest, then, isn’t about winning or 
losing -- but about appreciating the many 
layers of Irish rock. It’s a testament to Ireland’s 
enduring influence on the global music stage, 
showcasing how each band, in its own time, has 
inspired a legacy that transcends generations.                                       

Harmony and Heritage: 
U2 and Thin Lizzy

—Wendell Ward

Best Irish 
Rock Band 

Ever? 
What About 

The Cranberries?
The Cranberries have etched 

their name in music history as a titan 
of the Irish rock scene. With an impressive portfolio, 
they have sold close to 50 million albums globally. 
Their accolades include an MTV Europe Music 
Award, a World Music Award, and nominations for 
both the Brit Awards and the Junos, with a win at 
the latter. Their album “In the End” garnered a 
Grammy nomination for Best Rock Album, while 
their iconic track “Zombie” propelled them into 
the spotlight as the first Irish band to hit one 
billion YouTube views. This blend of commercial 
success and critical acclaim firmly positions The 
Cranberries as contenders for the title of the best 
Irish rock band ever.
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Are you ready to dive into the dynamic world of 
advertising and publishing? Be at the forefront 
of connecting local businesses with our vibrant 
community. With paid training that sets you up 
for success, enjoy base pay plus commission and 
attractive bonuses. With THE SHOPPER, the sky’s 
the limit, including opportunities for management. 
Be a part of something bigger: help small local 
businesses thrive. We’re looking for go-getters 
with a flair for sales and a drive to succeed. If 
you’re eager to learn, grow, and excel in an exciting 
industry, we want you on our team.

Join THE SHOPPER’S 
Expanding Sales Team!

TheSHOPPER

Embark on your advertising career 
with THE SHOPPER

Call 757-317-5465

The Origins of St. Patrick’s Day
Every March 17 since 1962, the Chicago River has been dyed 

green. Since 2009, so has the north fountain of the White House. 
Each March, the shelves of bakeries and grocery stores are filled 
with green cupcakes and Shamrock-shaped cookies in anticipation 
of the day. Since the 1950s, school kids across the U.S. make sure 
to wear something green on March 17 to avoid getting pinched. 
The day has also been celebrated with parades since America’s 
Colonial period. The first such parade was held in Boston in 1737, 
but the world’s largest kicked off in New York City in 1762. 

There can be no doubt about it: St. Patrick’s Day is a holiday 
celebrated nationally even though it is not a national holiday.  Since 
32 million Americans—nearly 10 percent of the population—have 
some Irish descent, it’s natural that the day honoring Ireland’s 
patron saint would be a cultural phenomenon. But who was St. 
Patrick?  

Surprisingly, Patrick was not Irish but Welsh. Born in the year 
386 to a Christian family, he was kidnapped by Irish marauders 
as a teen. Taken to Ireland, he was sold into slavery and grew 
to adulthood tending sheep. During those years, Patrick turned 
inward to his Christian faith for strength. As an adult, he finally 
managed to escape slavery and return to his homeland. There he 
entered the priesthood and eventually became a bishop. His years 
as a slave in Ireland awoke in him a concern for the Irish people 
who at the time were pagan. Patrick returned to Ireland as a 
Christian missionary, where, over the next 30 years, he converted 
40 of Ireland’s 150 tribes to the faith and consecrated a thousand 
Christian priests. After Patrick died on March 17, 461, he was 
named the patron Saint of Ireland even though he was Welsh. 

Being declared a saint required miracles, and there were stories 
aplenty of Patrick healing the sick and even raising the dead. 
Most famously, it is said that St. Patrick miraculously drove all 
snakes out of Ireland, and sure enough, there are no snakes there. 
But scientists have determined that there have been no snakes 
in Ireland since the Ice Age. The water is too frigid around the 
Emerald Isle for snakes to migrate there.

 DETAILS

CHESAPEAKE SHRINE CLUB
OF KHEDIVE SHRINE

43RD ANNUAL

YUMMY!

RAW OYSTERS
ROASTED OYSTERS 

FRIED OYSTERS
FISH - CLAM STRIPS

COLE SLAW 
BAKED BEANS
HUSH PUPPIES

BEVERAGES

  MENU

Entertainment by
THE JANITORS TO BE HELD AT KHEDIVE SHRINE CENTER

645 WOODLAKE DRIVE - CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA

TICKETS
IN ADVANCE: $40.00    

AT GATE: $50.00

CUTOFF DATE DISCOUNT
MARCH 25, 2022

All proceeds are for the benefit of the Chesapeake Shrine Club and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.

I LOVE

OYSTERS!

TICKETS IN ADVANCE 

Khedive Shrine 420-4510
  Mon-Thur 9am-3pm Fri 9am-1pm 

Joe Ramsey
  tireman1954@yahoo.com 

Old Point National Bank   
Chesapeake Locations

SATURDAY- MARCH 26, 2022

#1 BEST OYSTERS

OYSTER ROAST
1-4 PM

ALL
YOU 

CAN EAT

All proceeds are for the benefit of the Chesapeake Shrine Club and are not deductible as a charitable contribution.
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Get Ready to 
Spring Forward 
on March 10th  

Once again, it’s that time of year when millions of Americans, happily or 
begrudgingly, fiddle with their clocks for the purpose of supposedly “saving” 
another hour of daylight in the coming months. Daylight saving time officially 
begins at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 10. 

The number of hours each day that we enjoy sunlight is, of course, out of our 
hands, but back in 1918, someone had the bright idea that setting clocks forward 
by one hour between spring and fall might cut energy costs during World War 
I. The Standard Time Act in 1918 was a temporary measure, welcomed by city 
dwellers and hated by farmers. The act was also responsible for the five time 
zones still in place today.

After World War I, daylight saving time was put on the shelf until World 
War II, when it was again embraced as a way to supposedly save energy. While 
some still believe daylight saving time reduces electricity consumption, traffic, 
and crime, studies performed in 1975 and 2000  revealed that changes in energy 
consumption, traffic, and crime during daylight saving time were “statistically 
insignificant.”

Following World War II, observances varied from state to state until the 
Uniform Time Act of 1966 mandated that daylight saving time begin the last 
Sunday in April and end the last Sunday in October. Despite the act, states can 
opt out and remain on standard time. To this day, Arizona and Hawaii don’t 
observe daylight saving time.

In 2005, President George W. Bush extended daylight saving time by a few 
weeks. It is now observed from the second Sunday in March until the first 
Sunday in November. 

So those who are miffed over losing an hour of sleep on March 10 can take 
heart. Come November 3, you can dream on for an extra hour. − Rob Lauer

From left: Bill Lusk, 
Olivia Trombino, 
Peggy Lusk, and 
Joseph Trombino

The Itinerant Band performing Colonial-
era music. From left: Susan Lawlor, 
Heather Barlow, and Connie Smith

Robert 
Hitchings 
and 
Bob Clark

Marty and 
Elain Hutto 

See these and 
other photos at 
TheShopper.com

Trudy 
and 

Gerald 
Hartis

The Great Bridge Battlefield & Waterways History Foundation hosted its 
Love & Liberty Social at the museum on Saturday, February 10th. Historical 
attire was welcomed, and guests enjoyed an evening filled with history, colonial 
dancing, food, and fun. The Itinerant Band provided musical entertainment 
fitting for a grand 18th-century social affair. 

The Love & Liberty Social

John Krizmanich and Tracy 
Krizmanich conversing in 
the Three Tun Tavern

Do You Believe It? 
The World’s 

Largest Mailbox!  
In the quaint town of Casey, Illinois, 

an extraordinary feat of Americana 
awaits the curious and the adventurous. 

Among the town’s collection of 
record-breaking attractions stands a 
marvel that harks back to a simpler 
time in American life: the World’s 
Largest Mailbox. This isn’t just any 
oversized roadside attraction; it’s a 
fully functional mailbox, where visitors can send postcards and letters that bear 
a special stamp, marking them as having journeyed from this unique landmark.

But Casey’s penchant for the gigantic doesn’t stop at the mailbox. The town 
is dotted with oversized items: from a massive wind chime that serenades 
the streets, to a towering rocking chair that invites awe and wonder. These 
installations aren’t just feats of engineering; they’re symbols of a community’s 
spirit, creativity, and unity.

The World’s Largest Mailbox, in particular, represents the enduring charm 
of snail mail in an age dominated by digital communication. Climbing into the 
mailbox’s massive structure offers a panoramic view of the town and a tangible 
connection to the thousands who have shared this experience. It’s a reminder 
of the joy found in simple pleasures, like sending a handwritten note to a loved 
one.

Casey’s attractions, especially its colossal mailbox, offer more than just photo 
opportunities. They invite us to pause and appreciate the whimsy and wonder in 
the world around us -- and of American folklore -- proving that sometimes the 
most memorable destinations are found off the beaten path.

− Wendell Ward
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Octoberfest!
Be sure to check out all of our editions online at www.TheShopper.com 

Showcase your business in our center spread

April focuses on all things home and garden
Time and space are limited! 

Call (757) 317-5465 to reserve your space.

• Rugged & safe
• Easy to operate
• Protects up to cat 5 storms
• Patented products installed 
  & serviced by the area’s best
• Wide variety of colors, styles & options

757-463-1446  |  AAawnings.com
Ask about our lifetime warranty  |  Value & Product Leader

EXTEND YOUR BACKYARD FUN UNDER YOUR
RETRACTABLE AWNING!

Life is Better in the Shade!™  Call Now for More Summer Fun.

$550 value!
Visit AAawnings.com

for details

FREE
MOTOR

with purchase.

Don't clean gutters this spring!

50%
LABOR!*

OFF

GUTTERS  SIDING  ROOFING  WINDOWS
Free Estimates 757-578-1971

Learn more about us at ExteriorSourceVA.com

Get

*Restrictions apply. Call for details. Lic #2705086100

Maintenance & Repair – all makes & models 
Replacement  •  New Installation

757-617-4056  •  ccchvac.com

0%
FINANCING AVAILABLE**

**Some Restrictions Apply

$69 SPRING TUNE UP*
*Parts and refrigerant extra

Not to be combined with any other o� ers. 
With coupon. Expires 5/18/18

$200 SYSTEM
REPLACEMENTOFF

Not to be combined with any other o� ers. 
With coupon. Expires 5/18/18

Not to be combined with any other o� ers. 
With coupon. Expires 5/18/18

Home and Garden Guide Home and Garden Guide

Termite Treatments•Pest Control
Room Additions & Remodeling 

 Structure Repairs•Real Estate Inspections 
Protection Plans•Class A License

Bonded & Insured•Master Technicians
VA Certified Wood Destroying Insect Inspectors 
TBA & Tidewater Pest Control Association

Mike Pelletier
President

Read our story at � eShopper.com

Make sure your home 
and your family’s 

health are protected 
from pests

436-4013     www.ustermite.com
131A Hanbury Road West, Chesapeake

Call 757-652-3682
FourSeasonsGarageDoors.com

Garage Door Service

New Doors, Openers 
& Repair Service
Free Estimates

$100 OFF
Door Installation
Cannot be combined w/other off ers.

Off er expires 9-1-18

$50 OFF
Openers & Repairs
Cannot be combined w/other off ers.

Off er expires 9-1-18

Family Owned & Operated
Licensed & Insured

Professional House Cleaning

CHESAPEAKE/NORFOLK 425-2850 
VIRGINIA BEACH 425-2244

SUFFOLK/SMITHFIELD/PORTSMOUTH 539-4588
WWW.MAID4YOU.ORG



10% OFF 
YOUR FIRST CLEANING
Scheduling regular service. 

New customers only. 
With coupon. 
Exp. 4/30/18

Insured • Residential • Commercial •Licensed/Bonded 
Carpet Cleaning • Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly  

Occasional • Move In/Out  • FREE ESTIMATES

You have better things to do 
than spring clean...

let us help!

Relax!
 "We have just the
Maid for You!”

1-800-580-2642
www.statelinebuilders.com

Read our story at TheShopper.com

Econo-Sheds available starting at $995 with 
FREE delivery & setup

Play Sets & Houses • Dog Houses • Horse Barns 
Chicken Coops • Storage Sheds • Barns • Garages

Custom Buildings • Gazebos • Pergolas • Pool Houses
Lawn Furniture • Cupolas

For more information, call or visit us online.

April is our 
Home 
and 
Garden 
Issue

Selling? 
Upgrading?

TheSHOPPER

The Shopper is an upscale monthly magazine, 
direct mailed to distinct communities in separate editions throughout Hampton Roads

(757) 317-5465 • email us: callus@TheShopper.com
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 “Service begins with listening,” she says. “I am 
committed to listening to all of our citizens, no 
matter their zip code. Integrity is key. I believe in 
doing what’s right, even when no one is watching. 
As a public servant, I’m committed to putting 
service above myself. The people I serve come 
before my own interests. And I never judge a book 
by its cover. I work to understand and respect 
all people and their circumstances. I am not a 
politician; I am a public servant.”

Amanda’s commitment to helping others 
is evidenced in her reaction to being named 
Chesapeake’s 2024 Woman of the Year. “I am 
humbled and honored to be recognized,” Amanda 
says. “It is my prayer that sharing my journey will 
inspire others. Never allow your circumstances 
to define you; instead, let them be the catalyst for 
your greatest triumphs.”

Woman of the Year Recipients:  Top left to right: Brenda Johnson, Nischelle Buffalow, Nancy Parr, Cindy 
Oman, Ann Meyes,Rebecca Adams, Karen Gawne; Bottom left to right: Shirley Forbes, Paula Slagle, 
Amanda Newins, Jean Loxley-Barnard, Linda Daniels

Woman of the Year, Amanda Newins pictured with 
brother, Nicholas Gregory (left) and husband, 
Brandon Newins (right) 

Amanda Newins
Chesapeake’s 2024 Woman of the Year
By Rob Lauer

Each year, the Women’s Division 
Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce 
Chesapeake honors remarkable women 
who have positively impacted the 
local community--from successful 

entrepreneurs and inspiring educators to selfless 
philanthropists. In February, the WDHRCCC’s 
55th Annual Banquet honored Chesapeake Council 
Member Amanda Newins as Chesapeake’s Woman 
of the Year and Ann Myers as its Lifetime Member 
Honoree.

Amanda Newins was chosen as Woman of the 
Year because of her lifelong commitment to justice, 
compassion, and community service. Growing 
up in the Green Run section of Virginia Beach, 
Amanda came from a non-traditional family of 
modest means. When college costs seemed out of 
reach, Amanda wasn’t deterred. Unafraid of hard 
work, she started her first job as soon as possible to 
pay her way through college.

While working on her double major in 
Mathematics and Justice Studies at James Madison 
University, Amanda had a serendipitous opportunity 
to be a 911 dispatcher in a twist that only fate 
could provide. “I saw an ad for 911 dispatch 
positions, and I thought, ‘I would love to be that 
voice for someone else!’” And so, she did. Amanda 
dedicatedly worked her dispatch position but found 
it had its drawbacks. “I felt like I always heard the 
beginning of a situation and never the ending,” she 
explains. “I never knew what happened with the 
people I helped. It left me feeling like I couldn’t 
help enough, so I later decided to intern at a local 
commonwealth attorney’s office and loved it! 
That’s when I knew ‘this was what I want to do. I 
want to be a lawyer!’” She then pursued and earned 
her law degree from Regent University.

Amanda put down permanent roots in Chesapeake 
while attending law school. Her husband, Brandon, 
is a firefighter and paramedic with the City of 
Chesapeake. Brandon and Amanda are members of 
Kempsville Christian Church, which Amanda has 
attended since she was a child.

With an impressive background as a former 
prosecutor, Amanda now serves as a defense 
attorney, committed to ensuring fair representation 
for her clients. Her altruistic nature shines through 

as she generously donates her time and 
expertise to pro bono work, advocating 
for those who cannot afford legal counsel.

But Amanda’s contributions extend 
beyond the courtroom. She actively 
volunteers and serves on many boards 
for local service organizations, lending a 
helping hand to those in need. “I have met 
people who have absolutely nothing, and 
it hit home to me,” Amanda says. “I could 
see myself in a lot of these children, and it 
moved me to want to give back.”

Her compassion is not limited to 
humans alone. An avid animal lover, she 
and her husband foster dogs and cats to 
help find them “forever homes.” Over the 
last five years, they’ve fostered over 30 
dogs and 20 cats, providing them with the 
love and care they deserve.

Amanda’s commitment to making a positive 
impact on her community is undeniable, as 
evidenced by her recent election to the City 
Council.  This fresh new face on Chesapeake City 
Council is passionate about serving all of the city’s 
citizens.

“

“
“Never allow your 

circumstances to define you; 
instead, let them be the catalyst 

for your greatest triumphs.”
--Amanda Newins
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Children
It begins before birth. Women have a long-term 

impact on the lives of all of our children. Since 
March is Women’s History Month, I will focus on 
the roles in which women impact children.

The first and most enduring role is that of the 
mother, whose impact is critical from birth into 
adulthood. They love unconditionally, and most 
children believe their mothers are very special 
people. I am one of those. My mother was “a saint 
with a sense of humor,” who encouraged me in 
every way. For example, she bought all my first-
grade school pictures and kept them throughout 
her life. I was appalled by that picture—taken after 
running and playing kickball for 30 minutes during 
recess. My hair was discombobulated with sweat; I 
had a torn pocket on my plaid shirt and a missing 
front tooth. My mother thought it was precious 
and showed it to everyone. To me, that represented 
a mother’s unconditional love.    

As a child, I spent several weeks each summer 
with my Grandma Elva on a Mathews County farm. 
She was one of the kindest and most resilient 
people I have ever known. Her husband died of 
pneumonia during the Depression, leaving her to 
raise two young sons. She had an eighth-grade 
education but was a voracious reader. She never 
learned to drive, walked all over the community, 
and talked to me constantly as we’d head to the 
country store with its glass case filled with penny 

candy. Then we’d head to Miss Lillian’s house, where 
the local women gathered to sew beautiful quilts 
and gossip. This city girl loved every minute with 
my grandmother.

My Aunt “Tutter” was a role model for me and 
my cousins. She and my mother had grown up on a 
Pittsylvania County tobacco farm. The first of seven 
children to graduate from college, Tutter chose to 
stay on the farm and teach in the local high school 
for 48 years. She was an excellent artist, in the 
footsteps of Grandma Moses. Many family members 
have her works in their homes. It was a treat when 
she would take me into the parlor—a special room 
off limits to children without an adult—to read and 
talk. Tutter truly focused on me as we talked and 
encouraged excellence in everything I attempted.

Many teachers impacted my life. My eighth-
grade English teacher, Miss Graves, required us to 
memorize and recite hundreds of lines of poetry, 
which helped us overcome stage fright and love 
poetry for life. Miss Lowance, my senior English 
teacher in Richmond, was very strict, requiring 
weekly written essays, but every student left her 
class ready to enter college. Coaches like Miss 
Aron in my junior high challenged me to go the 
extra mile In field hockey, basketball, softball, and 
tennis. 

So many women made me feel loved and seen 
during my childhood and youth. Who are the 
women who impacted your life? Why not make a 
list of them and share it with those around you?

 By Dr. Becky Adams

A career educator, Dr. Rebecca Adams has served as a teacher in 
grades two through graduate school, reading specialist, principal, and an 
educational foundation administrator. She was selected as Chesapeake’s 
First Citizen 2016 for her community service.

  Women In Our Lives

First

Dr. Austin has decades of experience dealing with relationships. 
He charges clients on a sliding scale according to their ability to 
pay. 

Tidewater Pastoral Counseling 
 (757) 623-2700

Having been a kindergarten teacher for years, 
my wife, Karen, has many children’s books that she 
often read with our grandchildren. I’ve found that a 
lot of those books have great lessons for adults as 
well. One that speaks to me is “Thidwick the Big-
Hearted Moose” by Dr. Seuss. Thidwick is a moose 
who cannot say no. Because he wants to please 
everyone, he winds up hurting himself. 

When our grandson Toddy was younger, he 
liked the book, “Giraffes Can’t Dance” by Giles 
Andreae—the story of a giraffe named Gerald 
who tries to dance, but his legs are too long and 
clumsy. When he tries to dance to the dance music 
of others, he fails. Feeling rejected and ashamed, 
Gerald leaves the dance. Stopping to look at the 
moon, he hears the voice of a cricket who saw him 
try to dance. The cricket tells him something we all 
need to hear: “Sometimes when you’re different, 
you just need a different song.” Gerald finally finds 
his song, dances to it, and amazes all the other 
animals. The lesson here for all of us is to find our 
own dance music.

In an article about thinking of ourselves as an 
instrument, I read: “When we invidiously compare 
ourselves to others, we easily forget what kind 
of instrument we are—how to play on our own 
terms—and instead, we try to unfairly force 
ourselves into another instrument or even an 
altogether different genre. Remember that the goal 
of life is to fashion your own music based on the 
unique instrument you’ve been given.”

When I think of how we try to dance to 
others’ dance music, my thoughts go to my wife’s 
grandfather. He lost his job, and Karen’s mother 
could hear him crying. Out of that pain and 
because of that closed door, a new career opened 
up for him—one that would never have happened 
if that door had not closed. His story speaks to 
how opportunities come into our lives. 

Often, opportunities do not come on a silver 
platter. They emerge when we are forced to change 
because the door has closed on what we were 
doing. Sometimes, we can get so caught up in what 
we are doing we forget to listen to our own inner 
self. In not taking the time to stop and evaluate 
who we really are and what our own direction is, 
we miss the opportunity to dance our own dance 
music.

When we no longer hear the old music, let us 
listen for a new song that will give us a new dance. 
“Giraffes Can’t Dance” ends on a beautiful note: 
“Then Gerald raised his head and looked up at the 
moon and stars above. ‘We all can dance,’ he said, 
‘when we find music that we love.’”

Finding 
Our Own Music

Relationships
by Dr. Bill Austin

Often, opportunities 
do not come on a silver platter. 

They emerge 
when we are forced to change.

Laminate, Carpet, Hardwood,
Tile & Vinyl Flooring

LVP FLOATING
WATERPROOF

FLOORING
$2.99 sq. ft 

 PLUSH CARPET
$1.29 sq. ft

2¼" PLANK 
SOLID HARDWOOD

$5.49 sq. ft

300 Battlefield Boulevard North • 757-548-4545
3916 Portsmouth Boulevard, Suite B4 (Stonebridge Plaza) • 757-673-8960
www.FamilyFlooringStores.com        Read our story at TheShopper.com

Floors to live on

12 months free financing—$699 minimum purchase. See store for details, with approved credit.

Specials

Quality, Value & Service

Quality Flooring Products 
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Investing in growing my business with The Shopper has been such a pleasant 
surprise! We actually got quality referrals DIRECTLY from our campaign with 
The Shopper, and that NEVER happens... My expectations for the column 
were to increase brand awareness and to leave impressions on the Greenbrier 
area, nothing more. So to have gotten business DIRECTLY from my promotional 
investment was absolutely amazing. I’d recommend the publication to anyone.

— Dr. Marco Accordo, DC
Accordo Chiropractic

’’

’’

“Right now I am busier 
than ever, thanks to 

The Shopper!”
— David Nizan

Dave’s Cabinet Painting 
& Refinishing

Join the Shopper family 
by calling 757-317-5465

TheSHOPPER

These businesses 
tried their luck with 

The Shopper...

National 
Mom and Pop 

Business 
Owners Day
What would the U.S. economy 

be without mom-and-pop-owned 
businesses? They create economic 
growth and provide almost 70 percent 
of all new jobs nationwide. That’s 
why every March 29, National Mom and Pop Business Owners Day celebrates 
America’s more than 27 million small family-owned businesses. 

Place a call to a mom-and-pop-owned business, and, more than likely, a real live 
person will answer the phone. Personal communication and personalized service 
are the hallmarks of these businesses. That’s because the owners spend countless 
hours nurturing and growing their young enterprises. The workload demands, and 
the lack of a hired staff, often translate into longer work hours and many missed 
family and personal events. Such is the burden of being one’s own boss. But, when 
all is said and done, these small business owners love what they do. 

Rick Segel founded National Mom and Pop Business Owners Day in honor 
of couples like his parents, who opened a small hat shop, simply called Ruth’s, 
in March of 1939. With their love and hard work, that small shop expanded into 
a 10,000-square-foot clothing store with two million dollars of revenue when it 
finally closed in 1997. The Segels’ story is not unique. Small family businesses 
have always been a vital, if not fully appreciated, part of the U.S. economy. 

So, regardless of the date, celebrate National Mom and Pop Business Owners 
Day by visiting and supporting such businesses locally.

And be sure to read every issue of The Shopper, your hometown magazine, 
to learn more about mom-and-pop-owned businesses in your neck of the woods.

By Rob Lauer

Siblings. They are our best friends or our worst enemies. Sometimes, 
they will provide us with our biggest competition, while at other times, 
they will be our loudest cheerleaders. And often, they’re more than happy 
to remind us of our most embarrassing moments.

Celebrated each April 10th, National Siblings Day honors our brothers 
and sisters. In 1995, native New Yorker Claudia Evart founded National 
Siblings Day to honor and celebrate 
siblings. After losing her two siblings 
early in life in separate accidents, she 
realized how important siblings can 
be in our lives.

This April 10th, catch up with your 
sibling(s). Celebrate your shared past 
by looking at old photos and videos 
and laughing at the awkward, funny, 
and meaningful experiences from 
your youth. Let them know how 
much they mean to you!

National 
Siblings Day

− Rob Lauer
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By Betsy Patterson
Master Graphoanalyst

Maybe it's 
Your First Time...

...to discover how you think.
(Part II)

the Write Sense

757-421-9123

Even before you learned to speak, the 
development of your five mental processes 
could be seen in your childhood scribbles. This 
is logical when you remember that the marks 
we make on paper come from the brain, not 
the hand, foot, or mouth.

If you are basically a cumulative thinker, 
you are not slow; you are just careful and 
methodic when collecting ideas and data. Look 
for rounded m, n, and h's. You don't want to 
hear "Oops!" from your dentist or an airline 
pilot.

As a comprehensive thinker, you have 
quick cognition – an instant grasp of ideas and 
situations. Look for needle-pointed structures. 
You usually have little patience with a cumulative 
thinker; opposites don't always attract. Children 
are cumulative learners; hopefully, elementary 
teachers are more cumulative than 
comprehensive.

If you seek to learn and find solutions, you 
are an investigative thinker. Look for the 
inverted v structure. It is usually accompanied 
by the analytical stroke, seen in the v structure. 
You will investigate within the realm of 
established knowledge and evaluate each idea 
before accepting it.

If your interests go beyond the known and 
into the unknown regions, you are an 
exploratory thinker who delves into 
abstract, philosophical fields such as science or 
inventions. You also make inverted v structures, 
but they rise above other letters on the 
baseline.

Knowing your mental processes and 
emotional responsiveness can improve your 
compatibility with others personally and 
professionally.

I’ve been thinking some more about the subject of 
last month’s column: the myth of a time “when life 
made sense.”

The notion of an idealized time somewhere in the 
past is one of humanity’s most potent myths. It is 
found in every culture and every age—meaning that 
even in the so-called “good old days,” people were 
pining for “the good old days.”

There’s a difference between buying into the myth 
of “a time when life made sense” and reminiscing 
about the past. Years ago, I decided that “On the Front 
Porch With You” would be the title of this monthly 
column because it had the ring of nostalgia, alluding 
to the time when many Americans congregated on 
their front porches each evening. But in my very first 
installment, I made a point of not sugar-coating the 
past: along with all the good found in such close-knit 
neighborhoods, I referenced neighborhood busy-
bodies, gossipers, and long-lasting grudges between 
neighbors.

Reminiscing celebrates the good in the past while 
acknowledging and even laughing at the bad. Nostalgia 
doesn’t deny past struggles; it affirms those struggles 
were worthwhile. In contrast, the myth of “a time 
when life made sense” is deceptive. When was that 
time exactly? 

We might assume life made sense when we were 
kids. But for many of us, childhood was a time of 
blissful ignorance. If we probe deeper into our 
memories, we’ll likely recall being disciplined by 

parents, reprimanded by teachers, and struggling to 
understand and conform to their expectations.

Our teens were probably marked with periods of 
open rebellion against parents, authority figures, and 
social norms. During our young adult years, we 
probably struggled while going to college, learning a 
trade, or finding a job. Romantic relationships included 
times of incredibly life-affirming joy mingled with 
periods of emotional confusion and, sometimes, 
painful loss.

At one point, we may have naively assumed 
parenting would be easier for us because we 
remembered what it was like to be a kid and 
understood everything our parents “got wrong.” Lo 
and behold, a unique little human with individual 
wants, needs, and ideas comes into our lives—one 
who is utterly dependent on us for their survival, 
development, and well-being. Parenting, perhaps more 
than any other human endeavor, riddles with holes 
the very idea that life actually makes sense.

And yet, we’re rational beings. Human intelligence 
exists to make sense of life. Our minds are gifted 
storytellers; storytelling is our most potent survival 
mechanism. Our memories are the stories we weave 
in an attempt to understand and find meaning in the 
past. But the song “The Way We Were” points to 
something we tend to do when creating those 
stories: “What’s too painful to remember, we simply 
choose to forget.”

The past, when remembered, usually makes sense. 
But we would be wise to admit that when that past 
was the present—when we were in the thick of living 
it—we were always struggling, to some degree, to 
make sense of life.

by Rob Lauer

More Thoughts on 
“When Life 

Made Sense”

On the Front Porch with You

“It’s Not That Cold!” 
Recently 38 members of the 
Chesapeake Sheriff ’s Office 

participated in the Polar Plunge. 
Before diving into the frigid Atlantic 
Ocean, each member from the CSO 

collected donations for Special 
Olympics Virginia and together, 

raised over $7,500!

See these and other photos at TheShopper.com
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The Origins of St. Patrick’s Day
Every March 17 since 1962, the Chicago River has been dyed 

green. Since 2009, so has the north fountain of the White House. 
Each March, the shelves of bakeries and grocery stores are filled 
with green cupcakes and Shamrock-shaped cookies in anticipation 
of the day. Since the 1950s, school kids across the U.S. make sure 
to wear something green on March 17 to avoid getting pinched. 
The day has also been celebrated with parades since America’s 
Colonial period. The first such parade was held in Boston in 1737, 
but the world’s largest kicked off in New York City in 1762. 

There can be no doubt about it: St. Patrick’s Day is a holiday 
celebrated nationally even though it is not a national holiday.  Since 
32 million Americans—nearly 10 percent of the population—have 
some Irish descent, it’s natural that the day honoring Ireland’s 
patron saint would be a cultural phenomenon. But who was St. 
Patrick?  

Surprisingly, Patrick was not Irish but Welsh. Born in the year 
386 to a Christian family, he was kidnapped by Irish marauders 
as a teen. Taken to Ireland, he was sold into slavery and grew 
to adulthood tending sheep. During those years, Patrick turned 
inward to his Christian faith for strength. As an adult, he finally 
managed to escape slavery and return to his homeland. There he 
entered the priesthood and eventually became a bishop. His years 
as a slave in Ireland awoke in him a concern for the Irish people 
who at the time were pagan. Patrick returned to Ireland as a 
Christian missionary, where, over the next 30 years, he converted 
40 of Ireland’s 150 tribes to the faith and consecrated a thousand 
Christian priests. After Patrick died on March 17, 461, he was 
named the patron Saint of Ireland even though he was Welsh. 

Being declared a saint required miracles, and there were stories 
aplenty of Patrick healing the sick and even raising the dead. 
Most famously, it is said that St. Patrick miraculously drove all 
snakes out of Ireland, and sure enough, there are no snakes there. 
But scientists have determined that there have been no snakes 
in Ireland since the Ice Age. The water is too frigid around the 
Emerald Isle for snakes to migrate there.

Chita Rivera: 
A Final Ovation 

On January 30, 2024, the curtain fell for the 
final time on one of Broadway’s most luminous 
stars, Chita Rivera, at the age of 91. Rivera 
was not just a performer; she was a force of 
nature, whose passion and artistry redefined 
the American musical theater landscape. 

With a career spanning over seven decades, 
Rivera’s legacy is one of groundbreaking 
achievements and breathtaking performances 
that have left an indelible mark on the hearts of 
audiences around the world.

Rivera’s journey from the ballet studios of George Balanchine to the bright 
lights of Broadway is a testament to her relentless dedication, resilience, and 
extraordinary talent. She shattered ethnic barriers and paved the way for 
generations of performers with her iconic roles in the original Broadway 
productions of “West Side Story,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” “Chicago,” and “Kiss 
of the Spider Woman,” among others. Rivera’s 1957 portrayal of Anita in 
“West Side Story” was a revelation, blending fiery intensity with delicate 
vulnerability in a performance that has become the gold standard for 
Broadway excellence.

Beyond her accolades, including two Tony Awards and a Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, Rivera’s greatest legacy is the spirit of perseverance and grace 
she embodied. She danced through life’s challenges with the same elegance 
and strength that she brought to each of her roles, inspiring countless artists 
to pursue their dreams with the same fervor.

As we bid farewell to Chita Rivera, we celebrate not just the end of an 
era, but the enduring light of a woman who lived her life as a masterpiece of 
movement and emotion. Her final bow may have been taken, but the ovation 
for this quintessential American entertainer will resonate forever in the 
chronicle of theater history. − Wendell Ward

Do You Believe It? 
The World’s 

Largest Mailbox!  
In the quaint town of Casey, Illinois, 

an extraordinary feat of Americana 
awaits the curious and the adventurous. 

Among the town’s collection of 
record-breaking attractions stands a 
marvel that harks back to a simpler 
time in American life: the World’s 
Largest Mailbox. This isn’t just any 
oversized roadside attraction; it’s a 
fully functional mailbox, where visitors can send postcards and letters that bear 
a special stamp, marking them as having journeyed from this unique landmark.

But Casey’s penchant for the gigantic doesn’t stop at the mailbox. The town 
is dotted with oversized items: from a massive wind chime that serenades 
the streets, to a towering rocking chair that invites awe and wonder. These 
installations aren’t just feats of engineering; they’re symbols of a community’s 
spirit, creativity, and unity.

The World’s Largest Mailbox, in particular, represents the enduring charm 
of snail mail in an age dominated by digital communication. Climbing into the 
mailbox’s massive structure offers a panoramic view of the town and a tangible 
connection to the thousands who have shared this experience. It’s a reminder 
of the joy found in simple pleasures, like sending a handwritten note to a loved 
one.

Casey’s attractions, especially its colossal mailbox, offer more than just photo 
opportunities. They invite us to pause and appreciate the whimsy and wonder in 
the world around us -- and of American folklore -- proving that sometimes the 
most memorable destinations are found off the beaten path.

− Wendell Ward
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Since ancient Greece, theatre has 
been a popular form of art and entertainment 

— thrilling its audiences and leaving them in 
awe. Theatre is undoubtedly the most powerful 

way to tell a story, combining various art forms to 
create the illusion of real life unfolding in front of 

a live audience. Without theatre, there would never 
have been movies or TV series as we know them. 

World Theatre Day, celebrated every year on March 27th, 
was designated by the International Theatre Institute in 1961 

to pay tribute to the beauty, fun, and importance of theatrical 
arts, their significant role in shaping popular entertainment, and 

their impact on life. In 2023 alone, over 1,560 shows were produced 
in the U.S., each running for at least one week.
While some might suppose that American theatre is to be found only on 

Broadway or in a handful of professional theatres nationwide, the fact of the 
matter is that most theatrical productions in the U.S. are produced by amateurs—
community and “Little” theatres, colleges and universities, high school drama clubs, 
municipal parks and recreation departments, churches, and synagogues. 

While audiences may only see the actors on stage, backstage of every production, 
there is an entire community of artists, technicians, and builders—writing the 
scripts, directing the actors, designing and building the sets, creating the costumes, 
and designing and operating the lighting and sound systems. Because rehearsals 
and the construction of sets and costumes typically take two months or more, 
volunteering for a community theatre or school’s drama program is more than just 
a hobby—it’s a lifestyle. 

This March 27th, show appreciation to those in your community who are 
voluntarily creating theatre: buy a ticket to see a show at a local community 
theatre, college, university, or high school. − Rob Lauer

World Theatre Day, March 27th

Secure payments may be made at
chesapeakesportsclub.com

Proceeds to benefit 
Chesapeake Sports Club Scholarship Program

Locally grown annuals • perennials • potted plants 
hanging baskets • herbs & more! 

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the local community 

Saturday, April 20th | 8:30 am – 1 pm 
River Walk Clubhouse  701 River Walk Pkwy.,  off Great Bridge Blvd.

28th Annual

 River Walk Plant Sale
hosted by the River Walk Garden Club

www.facebook.com/theshoppermagazine

TheSHOPPER
Daily updates
Community events
Exclusive content
How to get YOUR picture 
in The Shopper
Plus more

Follow us on
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most audacious actions of her time.
Rose Dugdale’s commitment to her cause was 

underscored by her participation in one of the 
most sensational acts of the era: the 1974 art 
heist at Russborough House in County Wicklow, 
Ireland. The theft, aimed at securing funds for 
the IRA, saw the abduction of valuable paintings, 
including works by Vermeer and Goya. Dugdale, 
instrumental in planning and executing this 
heist, demonstrated her willingness to cross the 
boundaries of conventional activism into outright 
criminality for her beliefs.

Beyond the art theft, Dugdale’s activities 
with the IRA encompassed a range of militant 
operations, including the planning of bombings 
and other acts of violence. Her actions during 
this period raise complex questions about the 
nature of political activism, the limits of protest, 
and the ethical boundaries of fighting for a cause. 
Her journey from scholarly activist to radical 

militant underscores the extent of her 
transformation, driven by a profound belief 
in the righteousness of the Irish republican 
cause and the necessity of armed struggle to 
achieve its ends.

Rose Dugdale’s journey reached a critical 
juncture with her arrest in 1974, following 
the Russborough House art heist. Her 
subsequent trial captivated public attention 
-- after which Dugdale was sentenced to 
prison. Post-incarceration, she remained in 
Ireland, her life reflecting a quieter, yet still 
committed stance on social and political 
issues. 

The story of Rose Dugdale transcends 
the individual, touching upon the universal 
themes of conviction, sacrifice, and the 
pursuit of justice through revolutionary 
means. Dugdale’s life encapsulates the 
tumultuous journey from theoretical ideals 
to the harsh realities of armed struggle, 
reflecting the broader dialectic of revolution. 
Her transition from a life of luxury to one 

of radical militancy underscores the complex 
interplay between personal beliefs and political 
actions, challenging us to reflect on the nature of 
commitment and the costs of change. 

As we consider Dugdale’s legacy within the 
wider context of revolutionary movements, we 
are reminded of the enduring human desire for 
freedom and fairness, the moral ambiguities 
of such struggles, and the profound impact of 
individual choices on history. Her story serves as 
a reminder that revolutions, whether personal or 
political, are not merely about the overthrow of the 
old -- but also about the visionary quest for a new 
and more just order.

Rose Dugdale: 
The Debutante Who 

Became a Revolutionary
By Wendell Ward

Revolution, in its many forms, has 
shaped the course of human history, 
propelling societies toward profound 
change. At the heart of revolutionary 
movements lies a fundamental 

discontent with the status quo and a fervent 
desire for transformation. Consider the life 
of Rose Dugdale, a figure whose trajectory 
from privilege to militancy encapsulates 
the complexities and contradictions 
inherent in revolutionary action. 

Dugdale’s journey from an English 
debutante to a committed member of the 
Provisional Irish Republican Army offers 
a unique lens through which to examine 
the nuances of personal and political 
revolution. By exploring her radicalization, 
activism, militant involvement, and 
subsequent legacy, we can understand not 
just the individual choices of Dugdale, but 
also the broader conceptual underpinnings 
of revolution itself -- the tension between 
ideals and actions, the moral quandaries 
posed by violent struggle, and the enduring 
impact of such transformations on society 
and the individual.

Bridget Rose Dugdale was born into 
a life of affluence and privilege in March 1941. 
Her early years were marked by the trappings of 
a quintessential English upper-class upbringing, 
complete with elite education and debutante balls. 
Yet, beneath this veneer of wealth and societal 
status, Dugdale harbored a growing discontent with 
the injustices she observed around her.

Her journey towards radicalization began at the 
University of Oxford, where she was exposed to 
a myriad of political ideologies and debates that 
challenged her perspectives. Dugdale’s academic 
pursuits in economics further deepened her sense 
of disparities. And as Dugdale’s ideological 
convictions deepened, her transition from 

academic and advocate to active 
participant in radical movements 
became increasingly pronounced. 

The late 1960s and early 1970s 
were a time of global upheaval, 
with civil rights, anti-war, and 
anti-imperialist movements 
gaining momentum. Dugdale, 
profoundly affected by these 
currents, began to see her activism 
not just as a moral duty -- but as a 
call to direct action.

Dugdale’s move to Ireland 
marked a significant turning 
point. The escalating conflict 
in Northern Ireland -- known 

as “The Troubles” -- and the stark inequalities 
between the Protestant and Catholic communities 
resonated with her sense of injustice. She became 
increasingly involved with Irish republican circles, 

drawn by their struggle against British rule and 
the socio-economic liberation they sought for the 
Catholic minority in the North.

Dugdale’s activities during this period reflected 
a radical departure from her earlier life. She 
participated in protests, contributed to republican 
publications, and immersed herself in the culture 
and politics of Ireland. Her transformation was 
complete when she decided to join the Provisional 
IRA, committing herself fully to the armed struggle 
for a united Ireland. This decision was emblematic 
of her belief in the necessity of taking up arms to 
achieve social and political change, a belief that 
would soon lead her to take part in some of the 
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Say hello to Mr. Handyman & goodbye 
to that “To-Do” list!

$40 OFF
This coupon is valid for $40 worth of 
services provided by Mr. Handyman. 

Home Improvement ProfessionalsHome Improvement Professionals

Mr. Handyman of Virginia Beach

Powerwash Deck or House

Replace or Repair Doors

Siding Repairs

Fence Repairs

Grout Tiles

Caulk Bathrooms

Drywall and Ceiling Repairs

Replace Light Fixtures

Cabinet Repairs

Replace Ceiling Fans

Hang Mirrors and Pictures

Repair / Replace Window Screens

Clean and Repair Gutters

Get more free time…

Call Mr. Handyman

Problem Solved

$20 OFF
This coupon is valid for $20 worth of 
services provided by Mr. Handyman. 

Minimum of $300 of Project Labor Service. Offer valid one time per household. Available 
at participating locations only. Not valid with any other offer.

OFFER EXPIRES: 3/31/2024

Minimum of $500 of Project Labor Service. Offer valid one time per household. Available 
at participating locations only. Not valid with any other offer.

OFFER EXPIRES: 3/31/2024

Mr. Handyman of Virginia Beach

757-767-0577
www.mrhandyman.com/virginia-beach/
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Where to find us In addition to being mailed to homes throughout 
Hampton Roads, The Shopper is now available at 

the following locations. Drop by to pick up your free 
copy, and thank our good friends at each location 

for carrying “your hometown magazine.”Chesapeake Visitor’s Center
1224 Progressive Drive, Chesapeake

Ann’s Hallmark  
237 S. Battlefield Blvd, Chesapeake

Great Bridge Frame & Art
316 Battlefield Blvd South, Chesapeake

Edinburgh Family Dentistry
200 Carmichael Way, Suite 612 Chesapeake

Currituck Outer Banks Visitor’s Center
106 Caratoke Hwy, Moyock, NC

Moyock Farm Market
193 Camellia Drive Moyock, NC

Edinburgh Animal Hospital
233 Hillcrest Pkwy, Chesapeake

Family Flooring
300 Battlefield Blvd. N, Chesapeake

Accordo Chiropractic
733 Volvo Pkwy. #150, Chesapeake

Blonde Salon
5664 Shoulders Hill Rd., Suffolk

Greenbrier Library 
1214 Volvo Parkway , Chesapeake

Dennis’s Spaghetti & Steak House 
3356 Western Branch Blvd., Chesapeake

Three Ships Collective
624 Innovation Dr. Ste 105, Chesapeake
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